
This verse reflects how the year-end rush spares no one, regardless of status. I imagined our company hurrying 
through the rain, much like the origin of shiwasu, when even respected masters were said to dash around busily.

The end of the year tradition! Daimyo’s Haiku, a Japanese poem of seventeen syllables in 5‐7‐5 syllabic form.

Our Company on the Run At the year’s end, even our company 
finds itself running about—borrowing an umbrella.

The syllable ‘n’ is the last sound of the Japanese syllabary, and it symbolises 
completion, fulfilment and the closing of a cycle. Because ‘n’ appears twice in 
Na’n’ki’n’, pumpkin has long been regarded as a food that brings double good 
fortune. Its golden colour is also reminiscent of the sun. Since the winter 
solstice is the day with the shortest sunlight, eating pumpkin̶symbolic of the 
sun’s return̶was believed to help take in renewed yang energy and invite the 

sun’s power back.
In winter, when fresh vegetables were scarce, pumpkin, which 

keeps well, was a valuable source of nutrition. It is excellent 
for preventing colds and maintaining strength. For this reason, people used to say:’Eat 
pumpkin on the winter solstice, and you won’t catch a cold.’I was surprised to learn how 
much meaning lies behind the customs of taking a Yuzu bath and eating pumpkin on the 
winter solstice. Both were prayers for good health and protection. It reminded me of the 

simmered pumpkin my grandmother used to make. Her pumpkin dished showed 
her care of  for my family. They made me a warm mind.  

The winter solstice in 2025 will fall on Monday, December 22nd. In the 
midst of our busy modern lives, the winter solstice offers a perfect moment 
to pause. Why not take a warm bath scented with yuzu, and gently restore 
both body and mind? As you unwind from the past year’s fatigue, may you 
welcome the New Year feeling refreshed and renewed.
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As winter solstice marks the moment when the sun’s strength is at its weak-
est and then begins to rise again, this gave birth to the idea that after misfor-
tune, good fortune will surely follow.

Looking Back on This Year

To wrap up the year, all of us joined in to carefully 

clean and polish our armour and swords.
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Year-end message Thank you for your special favour with Daimyo and ‘YAMATODAMASHII’,  our newslet-
ters in 2025.We wish you the very best for the year 2026. We all at Daimyo wish you the 
very best for the year 2025.We look forward to working with you in the New Year.

Hello, this is Akemi Nakahori. The year is coming to an end̶how have 
you all been? In December, we welcome Touji, the winter solstice, 
a meaningful turning point in the year.
It is the day with the shortest daylight and the longest night.
In Japan, this day has long been cherished as a time to celebrate 
the sun’s rebirth and the return of good fortune.Touji

— The Day When the Sun’s Power Returns — ‘Ichiyō Raifuku’
the return of the sun, 
and the return of good fortune.

In Japane
se, pump

kin can

 also be w
ritten as

 ‘南瓜 (Na
nkin)’.

Thank you!

Yuzu Bath

From the bottom of my heart, I wish that 2026 will be a year filled with smiles, 
happiness, and good fortune for each and every one of you.

We look forward to welcoming our guests again from the New Year.

After wiping down each piece 
with great care, we gently 

set them back on 
display—our armours

　　　　almost seemed 
　　to smile.

As a symbolic turning point for shifting one’s fortune and 
cleansing the body, a tradition emerged of bathing with 
fragrant Yuzu on the winter solstice. 
Its strong scent was believed to ward off evil spirits. Yuzu is 
also said to promote circulation, improve warmth retention, 
and enhance the skin. People would take a Yuzu bath as a 

prayer for good health, so they could stay warm and avoid catch-
ing colds during the cold season.
There is also a playful word association: Yuzu was linked to the phrase 
‘yūzū ga kiku’̶ meaning ‘to be flexible’or‘to go smoothly.’
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