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Hello, this is Akemi Nakahori and Takako Shimatani!
Last time, we crossed the sea to visit Marugame Castle, but this time we crossed 
the mountains and went to Iwakuni Castle!! But before climbing up to the castle, 
we had to fill our stomachs first — after all, you can’t fight (or climb) on an 
empty stomach! The first place we visited was the famous ‘Irori Sanzoku’ in 
Yamaguchi!! Founded in 1971 by Taichi Takahashi, the restaurant was created with the idea that‘people should 
enjoy hearty food deep in the mountains like bandits.’ The name ‘Sanzoku’ (bandit) also reflects the wish that 
‘customers would have their hearts stolen by the delicious food’, just as ‘bandits steal valuables’. The moment 
we arrived, the savoury aroma of the famous Sanzoku-yaki (Mountain Pirate Chicken) filled the air, and our stom-
achs immediately started growling. When our food arrived, we were shocked by the enormous size of the Sanzoku 
rice ball!! Packed tightly inside the giant rice ball were three classic fillings: 
salmon, kelp, and pickled plum. We also enjoyed the boldly grilled Sanzoku-yaki 
skewers, dipping them generously into the sauce as we ate. The meal completely 
satisfied both our stomachs and our hearts. It was absolutely delicious!

With our stomachs full and our spirits 
satisfied, we then headed to Kintai Bridge, 
one of Japan’s three most famous bridges.
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By the way, ‘Sanzoku’ (bandits) were people who robbed travellers and 
merchants of their money and goods. During the Muromachi and Sengoku 
periods, some Samurai who had lost their place due to war fled into the moun-
tains and became bandits, which was sometimes referred to as ‘the way of the 
warrior.’ Some of them even took on roles similar to checkpoint guards, 
protecting travellers in exchange for tolls or security fees.
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Under our slogan of 'We deliver the YAMATODAMASHII', the Daimyo ltd
offers information about the Japanese history and antique goods and aims
at guiding our customers to the old Japanese world by fulfilling
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How about this Yamatodamashii? We need your opinions 
and feedbacks more. We are waiting for them!
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Ryo-kun, full ofenergy and bright smiles.

Introduction to “Sanada’s Armor Craftsman”

Located in Kudoyama, ‘Kishu Sengokuya’ is a speciality shop operated by a craftsman deeply connected 
to the world of the Sengoku period.
In addition, he also runs the weekend-only ‘Kishu Kudoyama Sanada Fort’, located in the historic land 
associated with the Sanada Clan.
The shop offers armour, swords, and various Sengoku-era goods, allowing visitors to immerse them-
selves in the atmosphere of Japan’s age of warring states.
Inside the ‘Sengoku Historical Materials Room,’ visitors can also view swords, weapons, and exhibits 
related to the Sanada family.
Rather than simply ‘looking’ at history, this is a hands-on experience where visitors can actually touch 
and even wear armour themselves, making it a truly special place to experience history on a deeper 
level.
Sanada Yukimura ̶ also known as Sanada Nobushige ̶ is famously associated with Kudoyama, where 
he spent years after the Battle of Sekigahara.
Far removed from the glory and chaos of the battlefield, Kudoyama became a quiet place where 
strength and resolve were preserved for the future. That lingering spirit of history can still be felt today 
at the ‘Sanada Fort’. Though modest in appearance, the atmosphere carries a quiet tension that evokes 
the presence of Samurai from centuries past.
And while you are there, Kishu Sengokuya is the perfect place to continue that experience.
Trying on armour and exploring Sengoku-era items allows visitors to feel history not as something 
distant, but as something alive and tangible.
History here is not only something to ‘see’, but something to truly ‘experience.’ Even now, the spirit of 
the Sengoku era seems to quietly breathe through the land of Kudoyama.
If you are ever in the area, it is well worth a visit.
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Location： 244-14 Shimokosawa, Kudoyama-cho, Ito-gun, Wakayama Prefecture
Business Hours： 10:00 AM ‒ 4:00 PM
Open： Friday, Saturday, Sunday (irregular holidays possible)
E-mail： omsknet@yahoo.co.jp
Official Website： https://www.omsknetworld.net/
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