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Gvaduated fvom Cevamic Address : the 2nd floor North, Annex Tachibana,1-12,
Covse, Kanazawa College of Shiomi-cho,Onomichi-shi,Hiroshima,Japan e
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®Bivth place: Onowmichi s’
@ Hobby: Riding wotov bikes

and cavs, Dvinking is also
one of his favovites

®Caveev summavy

NININS

®Yuu)in Wovkshop

Cevamics avt class and fov chil-
dven, Cevamics—Tea utensils, souvenivs,
dishes fov evevyday-life, etc,
Made—-to—-ovdev is available.

He has two cute dogs. They ave vevy fviendly., When you

visit Onomichi, please take Mv. Kano's splendid cevamic

avt class, Resevvation by phone is available,

| received a letter from Mr. Shigeru Harada, who draws pictures as a hobby.

He has wonderful records to get a lot of prizes.

| will introduce a couple of his paintings from his tremendous beautiful works.
You can purchase his pictures,

If you are interested in them, please contact to Daimyo Company Limited.

Hello/ | always read your newsletters. |

engagde in sharpening swords and restoring

antique items like a sheath of sword. |
draw pictures as a hobby also. | am still 66 year’s old. | will do my
best to enjoy my life more by three times, compared with others.

Thunder

Dragon

—The Philosophy of Daimyou 1td.—

Under our slogan of "We deliver the YAMATO
DAMASHII’, the Daimyo ltd offers information
about the Japanese history and antique goods
and aims at guiding our customers to the old
Japanese world by fulfilling our customers
demands to antique gears.
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When | went to bed, my grandfather always talked an old
story to me.

It is said that you can find a big castle, small castle and vision-
ary castle when you go west.

I thought | wanted to travel like him when | grew up.

Severity of journey changed into light and wind covered with

gentleness.

It was like a feeling that even my mind had been cleaned.
Passing through woods, a big castle with a morning mist was
appeared in front of my eyes.

That view impressed me, stopped my breathing and shook my bady.

| found the castle my grandfather talked about. | was very happy o begin my dreamed frip.

Dream Castle + Daybreak Castle

S

i

v~ Thank you for your letter and photos of drawings. Every pic-
ture is so wonderful. Each painting has close relationship
with a story. I feel your sensibility is really magnificent.
S0, this is especially why you have received a lot of great
prizes. While I have no knowledge about painting at all, [ feel what Mr. Harada
painted are honestly fantastic. [ expect you will keep creating good works with
enjoying your life more by three times. Nakabori

How about this Yamatodamashii? We need your opinions and feedbacks more. We are waiting for them!

History of getting prizes and publis

1994- He won a prize by the Exhibition of drawing Japanese nature
supported by The Ueno Royal Museum. He also received a prize for new
painter by Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei and became a member of it

1995- He got a prize by the Exhibition of drawing Japanese nature held
by The Ueno Royal Museum.

1996- His work received a prize of fine work by the Sunday painter’s
competition supported by ‘Ichimai no e’ Co.ltd.

1997- He received Kusakabe's prize by Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei
2000- His works were published in Shin Bijutsu Shinbun

2001- He won a prize of Tokyo Museum of Modern Art by Taishokai
Bijutsu Renmei.
He was selected as a member of committee in Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei.

2003- His works were published in UNIVERS DES ARTS Japanese
Edition(France).

He displayed his works at the Exhibition of Turkey and Japan Modern
Multinational Art. He received a medal. He exhibited his works at
Brisbane(Australia).

2004- He got a prize at the third Tokyo ABC Exhibition.

He received a premium prize by the exhibition of released beauty
supported by Louvre(France).His paintings were published in Bijutsu
Shunju. His works were eternally stored in the Imperial Household
Agency, embassy, art museum, library, university in every country of the
world and the RMS Queen Elizabeth 2.

2005- He won an encouraging prize by Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei.

2007- He got Special Recognition Award by Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei.

2012- He received a Sakon'’s prize by Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei.

2014- He won an excellent-work prize by Taishokai Bijutsu Renmei.

Homepage: http:/ /daimyou-armor.com/

Homepage
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2-1-3F, Kurihara-cho, Onomichi- shi, Hiroshima, Japan
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Mail Address:daimyoub ]1@gob.enjoy.ne.jp

Daimyo Company Limited.

TEL: 0848 29 3936 FAX: 0848 29 3931

CEO: "Wow, it is so wonderful. His skill makes me pleasant. | want to do it soon!’.

) soil. 1 had made four failures out of six. I found my clumsiness again.
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Thank vou very much for reading this ‘YAMATODMASHI' constantly. T am
Takako Shimatani-the writer of this column. Next to the previous article -
to talk about ‘Bizenden’, Japanese swords, T will tell vou about ‘Yama- A
toden’ (classification of Japanese swords) in this article. = J

It [s said that ‘Yamatoden' is the oldest in Gokaden and the starting point of Japanese swords. The
reason why it is the ofdest is that many swords had been produced at Nara, the capital of Japan at that
time, under the administration of those days till it was moved to Kyoto in 794 A D. After the transfer
of capital from Nara to Kyoto, Nara had few orders to create swords and deteriorated rapidly.
But, in the |ate fieian period, Fujiwara family who had administrative power substantially set a high
value on Buddism and made efforts to build temples at Nara. They had a [ot of monk solders. This Situa-
i tion revived the demands for blacksmiths at Nara At this timing, 4 group which was called 'Yamato Goha’
I ‘What is'Yamato!Goha??” I (Yamato five groups) was established.

™

O Seninimt | Nesait | Naimar S
| Senjuin | esail || Maima | Hosho || Shitsulkake)
' ‘ the group living in the ' = the group making swords | the group living in Temukal-
the $Idest gdroup in outskirt of Todai-ji thgrgroup relateld to at Takaichi County in yama Hachimanguu allegedly.
< Emaoasn temple’s Tengaimon Gate. | alr'fia/-j\l\temp © )  YamatoProvince. ~ Butitisnotclear.
Wh Because:
y They produced arms for monk fighters to protect temples as blacksmiths

. Did Most of Yamato’s blacksmiths attached to temples. They are said to create swords at blacksmith's
‘| use names of temples as group’s workshops, where were settled near the gates of Todai-Ji temple,
| ones [ike these? Senju-in, Taima-ji temple, etc. and roads connecting neighbors and
g temples which is currently existed in Nara prefecture,

These Swords had Some characteristics which had practical Structure in order to use in repeated actual combats and civil war. And most of them had no black-
SMith’s name on them because it was courtesy at that time to do so in case of offering them to clients directly or noblemen. Blacksmiths were unable to [eave evep
their names on swords, what they produced with their whole hearts, and shared their fates with temples. What on earth kind of feeling the blacksmiths had?

"l))! Because:

/ Its lavers(Kasanne) are piled up very much. In order not to be heavy, side
What kind of a sword such ridges(Shinogi) on this blade are very thin. So, the sword is totally thick.
functional Yamatoden is? And its top ridge(Mune) is |ike house’s shape(Torimune) and characteristically high.

Kasane

lori
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Shinogi-di

: Shingane
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=Mihaba

lorimune Kakumune Marﬁhuhe Mitsﬁmﬁne
(House shape) (Square shape) (Circle Shape) (Trapezium Shape)
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Hanogane
@ The variety of top ridge (Mune)
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@®Layers(Kasane)
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Yamatoden has the clearest Nie in Gokaden and vou can find many Nie characteristically

(Nie is a drop which you can recognize each in detail with naked eyes wheh you see 4
blade under bright |ight.But this characteristic was not so outstanding in Muromachi
Period and Straight temper [ines on 4 Sword came to be remained as 4 feature, &Nie

I have some questions how Japanese swords were used. I think they were what
killed people. But, they seemed to be used for Stabbing dapS between armor
rather than for cutting them down during battles.

I guess swords made in Yamato which were used actually were Stout but very
sharp and light

If T have a chance to hold some swords with nicks in blades, I am going to watch FEEe
carefully whether they were practical for actual battle or pot @Ha Kobole

In this article, T will talk about Yoshiaki Mogami
(1566=1614), an uncle of Masamune Date about which I wrote
in the previous article. Yoshihime, a sister of Yoshiaki,
waS Masamune Date’ s mother.

At that time, Mogami family was under the control of Date’s family. fle succeeded Mogami family when he was 2(
year's old.but, the relationship with his retired father got worse, %

xYoshimori, his father, intended to make Yoshitoki, Yoshimori's second son, the present head of family, instead
of Yoshiaki, Yoshimori’s eldest son, It is said that this was the cause of problem. flowever, nobody can find trustworthy evidences that the name of Yoshitoki was
described. So, the reason of deteriorated relationship between Yoshiaki and Yoshimori is said to be unclear. Terumune Date, 4 father of Masamune, took part in the
conflict between the father and son and was going to increase his strong influence to them. But Yoshiaki was 4 great command-
er-and fought wel| against Terumune. fle was Successfully independent from Date’s family. When he was 3§ vear's old, he became
arwarring daimvo with the territory in which 2 thousands koku of rice were able to be raised. §ince he joined the eastern  Yoshimitsu oshihime
Aty whose comnander was Tevasu Tokugawd In the bactle of Sekigahars, he was the First dainvo of Yamagata Domain in Dews ~(brother)  (sister)
Province with the territory in which 57 thousand koku of Fice were able to be produced (I koku = 150 kg or 330 |bS.)

Yoshimori

Terumune Date

Masamune

3
In the historical drama, ‘DoKuganryu Masamune DATE’ broadcasted by NHK (Nihon Hoso Kyokai, Japan
National Broadcasting Corporation), he was characterized as a villain from a standpoint of confront-
ing Masamune, the leading part of drama, So, NHK was flooded with tremendous complaints by Yoshia-
Ki' s supporters. As he had a nickname of ‘Fox Commander in Ushu’, Yoshiaki had a strong impression
to deceive others so often, To be sure, Yoshiaki made strategy and expanded his territory. But it is
said that the reason why Masamune betrayed his first lord and changed sides of Yoshiaki was that
everyone knew Yoshiaki' s broad-mindedness

=
Yoshiaki who loved salinon

T e . When he territorialized the\;
the pivot=general. ,’ Shonai province which connected

bones=officers. & L to the sea, he wrote a [etter
papers=solders. to his vassal, "I will eate
salmon, my favorite food/'so ff

often. ' From this epls?de he
wds called “Salmon loverk o £§§?

‘The relationship in a general,
officers and solders are like

(ﬁ}he revival of family
' Yoshiaki destroyed

gﬂgg Shiaki killed Sagae
family. But he [istened to
 the reauests by Sagae’s men
and revived its family.

fie said, " Officers and solders were |ike
my children because an army will not
work even if one part has been [ost’.

military commander.,

On the other hand he' s well built, He lef+ some episode as a brave] 3
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" Yoshimori' s lifting stone
tIn order to move the big Stone, -8 persons were needed. But when he was 15 year's old, he
f;_'_ggoi/ed it easily. This rock is currently existed at Zao Onsen (Yamagata-Shi)

@ Yoshimori's lifting/St

T . |

ﬁ}bu are the general! ¢

L Yoshimori rushed into the enemy’s [ine as a4 single horseman, took enemy's head, and returned with his smart face.
Moumune OJHe advised him with tears ‘Please don’t do thought|ess behavior because as you are 4 general.’

. . . . . ] -+ m
S¢opp1ng a plan of assassination and giving reward ~4
. Sofneone asked Yoshimori to kill 6oro Of, an extraordinary man, because he was too tyrannical. Yoshinori called him to |
. the'castle. fie ate meals for § or 6 persons with ease. Yoshimori said,” You are super! Slnce I like a dynamic man, ke |
- you; T will give some rewards. The reason why T asked vou to come to the castle [S that my men reauested me to assasm- {

\ nate vou. Please don’t behave recklessly!® 7 St

Yoshimori was brave and got a lot of respects from his solders, But he placed high importance on planning and researching rather than
battling directly, | guess one reason why he did that was the strength of Mogami' s family, But my understanding is mainly because he did
not want that many people were Killed, the territory got damage by war and agricultural products on fields were stolen by solders,




