fiellol This is Takako Shimatani. I received a lot of feedbacks as SjEslietiuC I RN A

below; “Your articles about handguards are excellent. They are very inter- We delivel‘ \i (Dl %
esting.” ‘Your explanation about hanguards is easy for me to under- E{*ﬁﬁe Apr 2018
stand.”§o, T am [ikely to talk about ‘Mino handguard’ in this article. oo O O & O o ey ()

.

After nin War(1467-1677),the Ochigatana sword became popular. Because of this trend, demands for a F o =
mounting of sword were high. Mino where the handguard was born was an important point for traffic and 3
near to Kyoto where chasing techniaues had been developed in Hieian Era. So, Sword smiths, armourers, 7
scraped- iron smiths and so on used their skills to produce metal parts of swords and armours.These pro-
fessionals used red copper (inclusion of copper, gold, tin and lead) and Yamagane (unrefined copper with
blue colour) which were softer and easier to fabricate and produced eauipments attached _,

to swords.Mino handguards were divided to two types : Ko-Mino(what were created before ?@%

Azuchi Momovama period) and Mino(what were created after Azuchi Momoyama period) ok
gaita
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This is Takashi flanamoto. Now, it is the season for
cherry blossoms. I hope vou not to drink too much E
when you make cherry-blossom viewing. While some edi-
torial reasons by a TV station stopped my report in
early timing, I was broadcasted in the TV program on
the 31st Janualy. That was the part of .
‘Tsugu Megami’ in’ The Morning Show’ whose main »h) '

Mino(Gifu prefecture) was flourished as a place of making Tokushima |t
swords. So, it became very popular as a place to create Kochi W@m"’

attachments of swords as well. (Minoden: Feb.2016 Vol10)
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was scraped flatly toward the direction (Sukitori)

personality was Shinichi Hatori on TV Asabhi.
This short story sShowsS a female manager who runs ah old- estabp-

. . You can have alook at
lished shop anhd company ahd SpotlightS her worksS and treasures. the scene from filming

. . . the TVprogram.

In the process of covering ‘Mametoku’, a Shop who makes and sell

soy-bean snacks and sweets, which have been running for 149 years at Fukuyama-shi,
fliroshima, TV crew fouhd armour and a helmet surprisingly. They asked me an offer
to evaluate them and I made an appearance oh a TV screeh. This armour had a body
which consisted of lacauered hide connected with hide and shoulder, arm and leg

Ko-Mino is
+ Carving was extremely deep
No -Surface was blacker than Mino
+ Carving is not round and the
lines of carving were sharp.

| \ J
Ko-Mino handguard

The CM‘V“]Q techhiaues which were aple to be made only in Mino. The Ummaglnab'e IOHQ works which otectors i 00 onditio e helmet 7 lines o Sty S ) elmet
were made by wholly hands in spite of no eauipments, machines, etc like the modern society. The fine er ctors in good condition. The helmet had 62 lin h a rusty surface of helm
carving and real minute crafesmanship stunned me. No same things. Each attachment to swords had a and a huge face mask on a rusty surface of the mask. They were marvellous armour

different face and shape. I [iked simple iron handguards produced by Swordsmiths and armourers. But and 4 helmet. The armour’s body was decorated

Mino-handguard, what creators carved and shaped |ittle by little cautiously, also fascinated me. i onav\ced\o MMT‘;
— oppositely the front and the back and the |eg cpacks and sv;e:;jslT oo Ami&«:w;«e
flow about Mino-handguard? Why don’t vou take them with %S < ‘KoMino and Mino' i i wheve 1 88555 % 10 ou fhave & =1
your hands and fee| the Japanese sensitive skills? (:"--- i‘ stored in our firm pads were upside down. But they were remained ave vevy 169 \1 vt oatvq 85 we

) , . \ in good condition. As it was my first experi-
If vyou are interested ih them, please fee| free to give us your contact. \ @\v ¢ my f o

mail to: sengoku-54jp@hi.enjoy.ne.jp telephone: +81 (0) 848 29 39 36) Nakabori in charge ~ «= ence to make exposure on national TV,
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ci v 2 intended the peaceful
change of government by the restoration of imperial rule. Shintaro Nakaoka who
planed to overthrow the Edo Shogunate by force persuaded Ryoma. But Ryoma dis-
agreed with Nakaoka’s opinion and the Feudal retainers of Tosa Domain slashed -
at Ryoma with sword. Nakaoka who did not imagine such a situation had been
also cut into pieces by the frenzied Feudal retainers of Tosa Domain

V4
‘What? The Feudallretainers of Tosa Domain!? Was Nakaoka involved!in tlle a§a§sination """

I suppose the accident was the assassination that Britain which was 5

br| : ’ “Ih these circumstances
Ryoma’s patron abandoned Ryoma and searched for a timing to kill him ) G CIACUMEEAICES

Britain???’

In the first place, why was Ryoma, who had |eft his master’s domain and became a mas-
terless Samurai, able to meet important persons of other Domains and £do Shogunate,
in spite of the strict class system in Edo Era? Because Ryoma was a |ocal staff of
arms delaer. Don’t you think so?

-.;To be sure, | have an image that he had!a pistol’’

But, while Ryoma was engaging inh that job, he was capable of grasping what the European Powers
designed secretl|y and thought Japan would have been colonized by them. I suppose Ryoma might
fee| sense of danger. Naturally, Britain treated Ryoma who had chanded side and had no worth
supporting for Britain as an obstacle.

‘He understood that! Britain would! really, target colonising Japan, not selling. arms! i y
Did Britain wait for; their. opportunity, to kil Ryoma?’ |4

‘Ryoma was an arms dealer:-

Many parcties who had different intentions shared common interests directly or
indirectly and assassinated Ryoma-I guess. What Ryoma did not expected was that
Ryoma never imagined Ryoma was killed by the members of his group.

ve 5

‘If it had been true, I/ feel Ryoma, who was killed by the believed members of. his group, regretful-:-:i

Ryoma thought of Japan in the future and became an arms dealer. But Ryoma got the bid of European Powers to col-
onise Japan and made efforts to avoid civil wars in Japan. | thought as above, too. But, a civil wan had been
occurred finally after Ryoma’ s death:+---- In the political confusion, | think the heroes who rendered distinguished ser-
vices in Meiji Restoration and made big development after Meiji Restoration were excellent. But, | cannot ignore the
contribution by Ryoma who foresaw the future prior to these heroes and made actions! Ryoma, a Samurai who left
Tosa and thought of Japan, was killed by the feudal retainers of the Tosa domain-«--:- His sad last moment

I had a discussion W|th-.Mr. When T read various Kinds

Iy b <
of books about Ryoma they have the four points in common.
1) Two Samurai warriors with having a business card of Kizugawa feudal retainers
were permitted to go to the 2nd floor. They were assassins.

7) From the entrance of 1st floor, one assassin entered the room and killed
a male servant first of all.

3) Ryoma had no time to draw his sword and was slashed.

) Nakaoka who was there with Ryoma was cut to pieces,
alive for a couple of days.

When I treated these thinds as what were connected,

‘“Thhese four things
are always mentloned

but he had been still

I can imagine as below;

At first, two Samurai warriors with having a business card of Kizugawa feudal retainers were permitted
to go to the 2nd floor and started to talk with Ryoma and his group members.

Other associating members
knocked the door and began to attack the male servant who responded to them! The assassinator killed
the male servant who was |ikely to tell Ryoma about the danger from his behind in a single stroke.
‘If it had been true, | feel Ryoma, who was killed by the believed members of his group, regretful -',-\.

Ryoma noticed some big noise on the Ist floor and was going to stand up with saying “do not be
noisyl’ .Ryoma distracted his attention to other assassin in front of Ryoma. At that moment
the killer in front of Ryoma drew his short sword and in the same stroke, cut down Ryoma.

I think the assassinator maybe aimed at Ryoma’s neck. But, since Ryoma made his head down,
Ryoma got an injury in his forehead and was about to take his sword. Then, Rvoma recejived a
stroke of sword oh his back when Ryoma looked back. It is my assumption.

‘So, he had a big: wound! But whey did the killer use a short sword?’

D'\saP°"“ted""
_J

&

The reason why I thought the killer used a short sword was that the assassinator generally held a long Sword
oh his right side and it was very difficult for him to draw 4 long sword. And I can also imagine the reason
from the fact that Nakaoka had been still alive for a couple of days even though he got a serious wound.

E)

‘A short sword was unable to make a serious injury. Because of it, Ryoma did not die immediately:

The other reason was some difficulties to swing a long Sword in a room under 4 [ow ceiling. And the
purpose of assassinate group was to stop moving Rvoma for a few months, even though they were unable
to kill him. For them, it was enough. After the assassinators had |eft the site, Ryoma and Nakaoka were
said to exchange a couple of words, which means they did not put an end Ryoma’s [ife. Ryoma’'s failure to
make action for a couple of months would enable to start a civil war.-I thought--..

‘Was it a direction from Satsuma and Choshu domains to overth
the Shogunate using armed forces?’

I learnt the swordsmanship called Sinto Munen Ryu. My hypothermia as above comes
from the study of swordsmanship, which taught me the choice of sword depends on
places and purposes when using swords, after |earnhing this swordsmanship.

‘Mr./Mrs.. Futen no Mabo studied the swordsmanship. So, only you can make

o

theépecnal analysis.’

The reasons why the assassinators used a short sword were that their purpose to attack Ryoma was to wound
Ryoma only as well as they charged Ryoma indoors!!l. That is an excellent guess!! While the injury of Ryoma’ s fore-
head was said to be the fatal wound definitely, Ryoma was not finished off. Nakaoka had been alive for a couple of
days. Because Mr./Mrs.. Futen no Mabo made an analysis from the viewpoint of swordsmanship, it gave me presence
and very interesting. Your opinion tells me that this accident had been completed within only a few minutes. Though
Mr./Mrs.. Futen no Mabo also send me his long description about ‘Three Stage Thrust by Koji Okita, a leader of Shinsengumi ’,

| would leave it out for want of space. | am very sorry. If | have another chance, | will show your assumption in our newsletters.

; This assassination was a plot by Satsuma. 1In
order to overthrow the Shogunate and contribute to the Meiji Restoration,
Ryoma’'s style of thinking was an obstruction.

Same as Mr./Mrs.. Robert Ken and Mr./Mrs. Futen no Mabo, the party to overthrow the Shogunate and
contribut to the Meiji Restoration was unable to understand what Ryoma did and were likely to. For them,
Ryoma was disturbance-| suppose. | am looking forward to showing how the story of *Segodon’, a
long-running historical drama series on NHK TV, will be going on this year.

To all of readers, I really appreciate 4 |ot of your opinions and feedback. Thank vou very much. Nothing
iS happier than to be able to crate this article, "We deliver ‘YAMATODAMASHIII ,with a lot of readers.

< | received some comments from the readers in overseas counties and other domestic readers. However, | failed to show all of them for want of space. | apologise to you from my heart. )

The theme m the next article is
“WhylH ident h a2
y Oﬂﬂo-jl H‘ICI entwas appene
\Faok s
It is Ok even though you send a Short sentence.
I need to get your voices. I am waiting for them

Thanks a lot for your taking part in Yahoo auction always.

Since it is prohibited in Yahoo auction to describe as ‘direct dealing is avail—
able’,] do not use such words::-... But, I can make direct negotiation with youl!
If you have any questions or/and requests of special offers, please feel free to
contact us.And we have many goods and gears not presented in Yahoo auction.
Please browse our. homepage.

Telephone : +81 (0) 848 29 39 36 Nakabori in charge

https://daimyou.com/ mail to : sengoku-54jp@hi.enjoy.ne.jp

From now on,

[ really expect your eternal support.



