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The long spear was one of spears developed in Japan. A spear whose mux ~ SONRER

length of blade was over 30cm or more is called ‘Ohmiyari’. Since the - S

length of spear was long, solders were going to use its strength and were able to aim at the legs of horses the cavaliers
of enemy were riding and slash them off horizontally in confused fights. So, it was a weapon to threaten the enemy. But,
the longer the length of blade was, the heavier and more difficult to use it was. Those who were able to use it were the
only solders using it with superior muscular strength. The three famous long spears of many spears in Japan are;

. : ) .. These three spears were called
Nihon-go / Hinomoto-go ‘The three well-known spears in Japan’.
(BA2) (B9 545) (B Y7) They were all long spears.
P
Nih Hi t the Fukuoka City Museum on display The total length: 321.5 cm / The length of blade: 79.2cm /
ihon-go/Hinomoto-go The length of blade / base:80.3cm / The weight including Koshirae:2.8kg (approx..)
@ Hira Sankaku
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This spear belonged to the Imperial Court originally. Yoshiaki ASHIKAGA, the 15th
Muromachi Shogun, got it from ‘Ogimachi Tenno (1557-1586). Afterward,
‘Nobunaga Oda’ succeeded it and ‘Hideyosi Toyotomi’ took it in his hands.
Some researcher says Hideyoshi received this spear as a gift from ‘Go-Youzei Tenno (1586-1611). Hideyoshi felt it
was too gracious for him to get what the Emperor had touched and ordered his men to create the Koshirae which was
suitable for this spear. The Emperor listened to this story and was so delighted with saying ‘a nameless spear has
become great!’. The Emperor presented the spear with the *Shosanmi (Senior Third Rank). Hideyoshi named the spear
Nihon-go/Hinomoto-go and treated it very carefully.
* Shosanmi (Senior Third Rank) was one of the ranks in Ikai (court ranks) and Shinkai (ranks granted to Shinto gods).

Masanori Fukushima, Hideyoshi’ s
vassal, took part in ‘the battle
of ‘Shizugatake' . Masanori was
the first spearer and the first warrior to take the head of enemy general whose
name was leyoshi Haigou. Masanori was one of ‘the Shichihonyari (Seven
Spears) of Shizugatake’ . Hideyoshi thought Masanori was the best person to
possess this great spear and gave it to Masanori.

22>

I:An expert with handling spears

5> Motonori Mobu, the Feudal Lord of Fukuoka Province and retainer of Kuroda
got by drinking Family, was also called as an expert of spear. Tomonobu was one of the Twen-
ty-Four Riders of Kuroda (2H=+m54, Kuroda Nijiyonki, the name of those who
were especially strong and powerful in Kuroda Family’ s men). Tomonobu had allegedly cut off 76
heads of enemy’ s generals in his life. Both Masanori and Tomonobu were experts of spears. But, they
had another point in common. Both of them were heavy drinkers. Tomonobu was going to head Masa-
nori’ s place as Nagamasa Kuroda' s messenger. Nagamasa worried some troubles caused by drinking
and told Tomonobu not to drink even though Masanori served some drinks. But Masanori proposed,
if you drink up this three Sho (5.5 litter), | will give you everything you want' . However, Tomonobu
kept what Nagamasa said and declined to drink again and again. Then, Masanori ridiculed Tmonobu
with the words, ‘Kuroda s Samurai cannot drink much! The Eight Tigers of
Kuroda (EH,\&, Kuroda Hakko) are not strong drinkers!" These dirty words
naturally made Tomonobu very angry and Tomonobu had drunk up the three Sho
of served Sake. This spear was succeeded to Tomonobu.

.. . .
This spear was beloved so much by many great military commanders only who got it.
The warriors managing the spear with 3.21 meter in total length are superb. I feel
that Nihon-go/Hinomoto-go selected the warriors who was able to handle and moved
to their hands. I am going to write about Otegine and Tonbogiri in the three wel|-
known spears in Japan inh my nhext column.

We have the long spear in our company. Please feel free to contact us.
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In the last four articles, | mentioned those who had'lived between the end of Edo Period and Taisho Aera. But | have
had a couple of requests to write about the military commanders in the Sengoku era. So, |.am going to.describe one of
them. Because of the pandemic caused by Covid-19, the world is now in chaos. Same as now, the Sengoku
period was also in chaos, not because of infectious diseases, but wars and battles. In that harsh situation, many military
commanders in the Sengoku era continued to fight without hesitating. 1 hope that studying their ways of lives might encour-
age all of you even though a little. In this article, | am going to make you back in time about this man.
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Hidehisa was born as the fourth child of Hisamori
Sengoku who was a baronial family in Mino
Province (current Gifu Prefecture). During the
battles between Saito Family and Oda Family,
Hisamori' s sons died one after another. So, Hidehi-
sa succeeded Hisamori as the head of the family.
After the defeat of Saito Family, Hidehisa became
a retainer of Oda Family and Hideyoshi Hashiba' s
men. Hidehisa took part in the Battle of Anegawa and other battles. What Hidehisa had done were highly evaluated. So, Hidehisa
became a feudal lord with a kokudaka of 1,000 koku when he was 22 years old. After that, Hidehisa had got a success in his
career smoothly. Hidehisa was appointed as a Daimyo of Awaji Province with a kokudaka of 50,000 koku when he was 31 years

old. Then, Hidehisa was a Daimyo of Sanuki Province with a kokudaka of 110,000 koku when he was 33 years old. Hidehisa
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finally was able to become a feudal lord of Shinano Komoro Province with a kokudaka of 50,000 koku in Edo Period. II ‘
The buge mistake The warrior wearing a battle
in the Kyushu Conquest surcoat with a lot of bells

In 1586, Hidehisa succeeded in his life as Hideyoshi’ s men without
any troubles when Hidehisa was 34 years old. When Hideyosi
started the Kyushu Conquest, Hidehisa and his men received an
order of being the advanced troops. Hideyoshi had a plan of
long-drawn-out battle and sent a letter to Hidehisa. a battle surcoat with a lot of bell in order to attract
The Ootomo Army, one of allied forces, had low spirits. The Army the enemy and got a big success in the military opera-
from Shikoku did not have enough rest and was tired because tions. Hidehisa used Jumonji Yari (cross-shaped
they had just returned from the Shikoku Conquest. The main spears) by himself and occupied the Koguchi, the most
Army led by Hideyoshi had no sing of appearance. Hidehisa was important place in castles, headquarters and so on.
upset and ignored Hideyoshi’' s advice. Then, Hidehisa made an Hidehisa got a huge success in this battle. This
attack to the Shimadu Army offensively. In the beginning, Hidehisa success delighted Hideyoshi so much. Hidesyohi gave
had the advantage, but Hidehisa’ s Army received the counterat- Hidehisa a gold fan. In addition, Hidehisa was appointed
tack and got a decisive damage. Finally, the Army withdrew to as a Daimyo of Shinano Komoro Province-current
Sanuki Province. The Hideyoshi Army had been lost. This defeat Komoro-city, Nagano prefecture, with a kokudaka of
made Hideyoshi fiercely angry. Hideyoshi confiscated Sengoku’ s 50,000 koku. Hidehisa had returned as a Daimyo. A
territory and ordered Hidehisa to banish to Mt. Kouyasan. In a person who had been confiscated by Hidesyohi and
flash, Hidehisa had lost his fruits he had been working for nearly recovered the position of Daimyo again like Hidehisa
20 years and got. was very rare.

In 1590, when Hidehisa was 38 years old, the Odawara
Conquest by Hideyoshi had begun. Hidehisa rushed to
Hideyoshi with his sons and old retainers. Hidehisa who
got a chance to vindicate his honour reportedly wore

did martial arts. But, Hidehisa unexpectedly made an achievement of cultivation
and development in his territory as well Hidehisa was going to produce a new
industry and had an eye on Soba noodles. At that time, Soba dumplings were
commonly eaten. Hidehisa and his men had an idea to cut them slenderly and make current Soba noodles. The origin of Shins-
hu-soba noodles and Komoro-soba noodles were made at that time. When Masaaki Sengoku, a great-great-grandchild of
Hidehisa, moved his territory to Tajima lzushi Province (current Toyooka-city, Hyogo Prefecture), the
Soba chefs also transferred there. They taught the skills to produce Soba noodles at that place. That
was said to be 'lzushi soba' served on a plate. After that, Sengoku Family had continued till Meiji resto-
ration as a Daimyo. Some descendants of Sengoku Family became members of the House of Peers. If
Hidehisa Sengoku had given up and his life had not turned around, the Sengoku Family could not have
existed as the family of Daimyo till Meiji restoration. The efforts made by Hidehisa, the warrior wearing
‘ a battle surcoat with a lot of bells, decided the 300 years of Sengoku Family in its future.

[ Did Hidehisa create

Hidehisa had a tendency to be thought he was a military commander who only
Shinshu-soba noodles? ]
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